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Artist-led Research Group [ARG] 
OPEN INVITATION: Collaborative programming, October 2018 
 
Para-academic organizations are points of identification for those who want to 
generate something that they can’t find resources for wherever they are and also 
don’t have recognition for. 
Suhail Malik, ‘Art Education and the Predicament of Professionalised Criticality’, 
in Politics of Study (London: Open Editions, 2015), pp.49-68 (66) 
 
Introduction 
The Artist-led Research Group was initially convened by Kerry Harker and John 
Wright (PhD candidates in the School of Fine Art, History of Art & Cultural Studies, 
University of Leeds) as an invitation to those engaged with artist-led practice to 
come together through a reading group designed to generate discussion leading 
to collaborative programming arising from the group’s research interests. The 
group meets monthly since October 2017 and is open to anyone with an interest in 
artist-led practice. All readings are posted online at 
https://artistledresearchgroup.wordpress.com and the Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/artistledresearchgroup/. 
 
Format 
The idea of a ‘para-academic’ platform (see Malik above) is proposed to take this 
initiative forward, marrying research and practice in a bid to bridge the ‘gap’ 
between the University and the visual arts sector. We aim to raise the visibility of 
the artist-led field across the city/region, identify and gather current research, 
spark debate on relevant issues, amplify the sector’s voice including through 
engagement with key stakeholders and policy makers, and build partnerships to 
take this work forward. 
 
The proposed date for the events is October 2018, including a conference or 
symposium at the University of Leeds during week commencing 22nd and parallel 
programming with artist-led partner organisations. We are interested in how the 
proposed events can generate outcomes that benefit all of the participants 
irrespective of their scale and access to resources. We would also like to open up 
a space for reassessment of the dynamics between the University and the artist-
led sector not only in relation to generating research outcomes, but as a 
rethinking of the sector’s value and importance and implications for fine art 
teaching. 
 
Funding 
Funding for a conference/symposium at the University of Leeds is being sought 
and the School of Fine Art has already committed £500 towards this. We have also 
applied for an additional £500 of University funding designed to encourage cross-
faculty working between postgraduate researchers, focusing on development of 
transferable skills. An application has been submitted jointly with a PhD student, 
Rebecca Sumerling, in the Faculty of Environment. 
 
We have a commitment to seek additional funding to stage these events, for 
example through Arts Council England. 
 
Research Focus 
A broad focus on ‘place’ in relation to artist-led practice has been proposed, 
responding to our emerging research interests: 
 

https://artistledresearchgroup.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/artistledresearchgroup/
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- Intersection with key cultural debates on value, inclusion, governance, 
place making, culture-led regeneration, sustainability 

- Challenges of disparity in provision for urban/rural/coastal sites 
- Issues of public and private space 
- Formation of cultural policy 
- Recent use of ‘ecology’ as metaphor within the arts/culture sector 
- Artist-led futures in the context of city development 
- Histories and politics of collective practice 
- Alternative economies, sustainability, and future models 
- Artist-led practice and/as research 

 
We are in conversation with Professor Gregory Sholette (author of Dark Matter, 
2011), of City University New York, following his participation in YVAN’s 2017 
‘Nourish’ event in Hull, about his participation in the proposed events. 
 
Yorkshire and Humber Visual Arts network [YVAN] have agreed in principle to 
be a partner, and through discussion we have outlined areas of shared interest 
that may help shape programming: 
 

- Connecting to themes of ‘place’ and ‘artist-led initiatives’ arising from 
YVAN’s ‘Nourish’ events in 2015, 2016 and 2017. These sectoral 
discussions with artists and arts professionals have identified key issues 
for visual arts practice and priorities for advocacy and action, now 
embedded in a Four-Year Plan 2018-22. 
 

- The lack of substantial and accessible archives, which disables our ability 
to effectively tell the story of artistic practice in the region. Where is the 
existing research, and can the YVAN website become a repository for this? 

  
- Tracking recent and forthcoming city-wide and regional conversations, 

including: 
• YVAN ‘Nourish’ events (2015-17) 
• British Art Show (2015) 
• About Time (2015) 
• Leeds2023 bid to host European Capital of Culture 
• Great Exhibition of the North (2018) 
• Great Place Scheme, Barnsley/Rotherham and Craven 
• Creative People and Places (Hull, Doncaster, Kirklees) 
• London Borough of Culture (2019 and 2020) 
• Liverpool 2018 (marking a decade since its Capital of Culture year) 
in order to connect the proposed events to these and stimulate thinking on 
‘legacy’: where have these earlier conversations brought us to? 

 
- YVAN’s ambition to create a ‘snapshot’ of visual arts practice within the 

region, including current dialogue with Arts Council England on statistics 
mined from NPO and Grants for the Arts bids 

 
- Proposals to create a new ‘northern’ group for regional sub-groups of the 

national Contemporary Visual Arts Network [CVAN], focusing on themes 
including the Creative Case for Diversity and critical writing 
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- Developing work around the idea of the ‘Fourth Year’, a supported 
professional development programme post-graduation, delivered in 
partnership between HE, YVAN and the visual arts sector 

 
These are initial ideas to generate discussion – what would co-programming 
responding to these issues and others, delivered jointly through the University 
and the visual arts sector, look like? What possibilities exist for locations, funding, 
partnerships, activities, participants? How could it connect academic research 
with artistic practice? What associated programming might be 
possible/desirable/effective and appropriate? Where is the work going and what 
is its legacy? Who is the audience? 
 
This is an OPEN INVITATION to ARG contributors and relevant partners more 
widely to join us in delivering these events, both on campus and further afield. 
 
Please join us on Tuesday 7th February from 6pm at the Hyde Park Book Club. 
 
 


